central
park
downtownmanchester.com

a new
commercial
district
of the city

central
park blue sky thinking
The ambitious company needs a
work environment which inspires and
encourages innovation – one where
opportunity knows no bounds,
where ideas are realised and growth
flourishes.
Central Park will provide this dynamic
environment, in the form of a major new
commercial district of the city. It will
be the UK’s first urban, mixed use
business park in a setting close to the
size of Manchester City Centre itself.
Ask:Akeler Developments Ltd,

Central Park is unique. Its approach

a 50:50 joint venture company which
combines regional insight with

is like that of no other business

national and international expertise,
is developing Central Park.
It comprises premier North West
developer Ask, which has a track
record of delivering innovative
regeneration schemes in Manchester,
and international office and business
park developer Akeler, an award
winning company which develops
highly flexible and environmentally

development – integrating bespoke
quality buildings, its own dedicated
transport interchange and access to a
new world class centre of excellence for
the commercial development of ICT.

sensitive corporate accommodation in
key locations across Europe.

Central Park will advance Manchester's

New East Manchester Ltd,
an urban regeneration company

status as a leading European centre

supported by English Partnerships,
Northwest Development Agency

and continue the renewed growth

and Manchester City Council,
has lead responsibility for delivering a

and development of East Manchester,

long-term strategic vision for physical,
social and economic change

host to the hugely successful 2002

in East Manchester
over the next 10 to 15 years.

Commonwealth Games.
The opportunities for business at
Central Park are limitless. Now is
the time to get involved and scale
new heights.

in partnership with

central focus
“ East Manchester is developing
rapidly, in terms of business
development, infrastructure,
leisure and amenity provision
and residential property.
A new quarter of Manchester
is being created.
A clear focal point is Central Park,
which forms an important part
of the overall plan for the area.
A development of international
scale, companies which locate
there will experience the benefits
of a major business park linked,
through a revitalised transport
network, to the centre of one of
Europe's major cities.”

Sir Howard Bernstein, Chief Executive,
Manchester City Council

central
park the city’s
business park
One of Europe's largest business

Central Park has arrived and is

developments, Central Park will spread

happening now. Global IT giant Fujitsu

over 182 ha (450 acres) creating a new,

has made the park its first choice in

integrated business quarter for

the North West and will occupy a

Manchester. In total, it will offer up to

16,250 sq m (175,000 sq ft) office

500,000 sq m (5,382,000 sq ft) of

building as its regional headquarters.

commercial floor space.
In addition, the park's status as a
It will be the jewel in Manchester’s

'BTeLocation' site means that

business crown. There are very few

occupiers will have the latest high-tech

developments which can combine the

communications infrastructure

benefits of accessibility and proximity

at their fingertips.

to a major European city centre,
Manchester is one of the most dynamic
with high quality buildings and striking
and exciting cities in Europe.*
landscaping. Central Park offers all this
Central Park's location therefore
and more. Having substantial public
couldn't be better. Companies locating
sector backing, the stage is now set to
there will enjoy all the commercial,
accommodate occupiers on a basis
cultural and lifestyle benefits which
which makes sound financial sense.
Britain's second city has to offer.
*Quote from Tony Blair, July 2002

central hub
“ At Central Park, Fujitsu Services
Ltd will consolidate its Manchester
operation in a setting which will
play to our strengths as a major
national and international IT
company.
Connectivity is key to any relocation
decision for Fujitsu. Central Park
will offer easy access to Manchester
City Centre, its international
airport, the motorway network and
the city's further and higher
education institutions. We felt that
no other business park in the area
could fulfil all these criteria.
This connectivity will help us both
to retain current staff and attract
new employees. These factors,
together with the quality of
buildings on site, made Central
Park our first choice.”
Richard Reed, Group Director
Corporate Infrastructure, Fujitsu Services

central
park communications
Central Park has unparalleled

Manchester is at the heart of the

connectivity, with Manchester ranked

country’s road network, ensuring easy

first in the country for accessibility.*

access to other major UK cities.

The scheme is at the heart of an

Around 20 million of the UK’s residential

unrivalled transport network enjoying

population and over 60% of all UK

outstanding, direct public transport links.

businesses are within two hours drive
time of the city.

Manchester Airport is the UK's third

Manchester

largest, serving 170 destinations

Manchester has regular rail connections

across five continents, with 19 million

to all major UK cities, including an

passengers each year. Central Park,

hourly service to London and links to all

via Manchester's Metrolink tram

other major centres of commerce.

system, will be connected directly to

The city is also extremely well served by

the airport, from which many major

bus routes and the Metrolink network.

European destinations are just over
an hour away.

*OMIS Research, 2002
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central
park the location
Only 1.5 miles from Manchester City
Centre, Central Park combines all the
benefits of an out of town business
park with easy access to the centre
of this thriving city.

PROPOSED METROLINK

Just one stop on an extended
Metrolink tramway, people working at
Central Park will never be more than a
few minutes away from a major
A62 OLDHAM RD

European centre.
Expanding Manchester's business
heart out to the east, Central Park will
be a vital, dynamic addition to the city.
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central
park the gateway
Almost £35 million is being invested

Road improvements will enhance

to develop a new transport Gateway

access by car, linking the site to the

for Central Park – which will integrate

national road network and the recently

access by public and private transport

completed M60 orbital motorway.

to create a unique sense of arrival.

A new bus route is also planned from
the heart of the city along to the park.

It means that Central Park will be
served by its own dedicated tramway

The Gateway plans also allow capacity

and dual carriageway, as well as being

for a new rail station to be built on

integrated with the road, bus and

the existing Manchester Victoria to

rail network.

Rochdale line.

A new Metrolink light rail station is

In short, the Gateway will connect

to be built, as part of an extension

all major forms of transport into

of the city's existing network from

Central Park.

Oldham to Rochdale – connecting
Central Park directly to the city centre.

CGI of the Gateway Transport Interchange

central mass
“ Central Park provides the largest
strategic employment opportunity
in the Greater Manchester
conurbation.
It will deliver vocational training
and job opportunities that will
ensure tangible benefits for the
local community.
The area provides the critical
mass of space necessary to
fundamentally alter the image of
East Manchester and provide a
high quality business environment
linked into physical assets all
serviced by a comprehensive
transport system.”
Tom Russell, Chief Executive,
New East Manchester

central
park the scale
The size of Central Park matches
its ambition – and the aspirations of
those that choose to locate there.
With an area close in size to that of
Manchester City Centre, it will form
a major new commercial hub –
not just for Manchester but for the
North of England.

central
park the scheme
Masterplan Schedule
Plot

Net Area
(hectares)

Net Area
(acres)

Development
(m2)

Development
(sq ft)

Storeys

Parking
Ratio

Parking
Spaces

1

1.1646

2.88

8,361

90,000

5

1:30m2

288

2

0.8072

1.99

4,447

47,871

3

1:30m2

148

3

1.8207

4.50

7,732

83,231

3

1:30m2

258

4

1.3009

3.21

5,702

61,380

2

1:30m

190

5

0.6738

1.66

2,862

30,802

3

1:30m2

95

6

0.8641

2.14

3,670

39,501

3

1:30m2

122

7

2.1325

5.27

7,396

79,605

3

1:30m2

247

8

0.5906

1.46

2,508

26,999

3

1:30m2

84

9

0.7415

1.83

3,213

34,587

3

1:30m2

107

10

0.7932

1.96

3,369

36,260

3

1:30m2

112

11

1.4541

3.59

6,373

68,598

3

1:30m2

212

12

1.6210

4.01

8,931

96,133

3

1:30m2

298

13

5.8303

14.41

18,581

200,000

3

1:30m2

929

14

0.8865

2.19

3,765

40,525

3

1:30m2

125

15

3.6906

9.12

18,581

200,000

3

1:30m2

619

16

2.0957

5.18

22,761

245,000

5

1:30m2

759

17

0.4576

1.13

2,787

30,000

3

1:30m

93

Total

27.2469

67.34

131,039

1,410,492

2

2

The masterplan for Central Park

accommodation, to premium large-

has been designed to ensure that

floorplate headquarters premises.

Central Park can compete with the
Central Park will initially see 36 ha
finest developments on the
(90 acres) developed with 131,039 sq m
international stage.
(1.41 million sq ft) of premium office
Central Park has been planned to

space and a major new science,

offer a total business location in an

enterprise and learning centre.

attractive and environmentally aware*

* “Akeler has achieved 1st place amongst all

office park setting.

other 19 participants. The team has taken the issue
of environmental management to the very core of

Central Park has the opportunity to

its business operations and embedded good

provide for every type of commercial

practice within a robust and effective corporate
management system.”

development – from smaller scale
Property Environmental Group
Benchmarking Survey Report 2003

office space, to larger scale industrial
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Akeler – Doxford International, Sunderland

Akeler – Reading International, Reading

CGI of Fujitsu’s Regional Headquarters at Central Park

Akeler – Quinta da Fonte, Lisbon

central core
“ The new knowledge-based
economy in East Manchester
will be built on sectors; science
& technology, IT and professional
services, with sustainable
businesses providing long term
jobs and success.
Central Park will be on the scale
that can accommodate a wide
range of these businesses,
creating a centre of business
excellence for the region.
It will offer what national and
international businesses need –
a well connected location in a
growth economy – together with
on-site access to Manchester's
universities and colleges.”

Richard Leese, Leader,
Manchester City Council

central
park knowledge capital
Businesses located at Central Park

underlined by the decision of the

will have on-site access to world class

University of Pittsburgh's Joseph M

scientific expertise.

Katz Graduate School of Business to
locate their Western European centre

A European centre of technical excellence
on the park. Central Park will now be
will be developed, providing a research
part of a global business school
facility for businesses on the park for
network, which includes Pittsburgh,

UMIST

the development of ICT industries.
Sao Paulo and Prague.
The centre will house a research,
The area itself is strongly populated by
technology and business creation unit,
companies operating in dynamic
headed by a partnership of Greater
business sectors. 10% of all UK software
Manchester’s four universities, to be
companies are based in Greater
known as Manchester Science and
Manchester, and the city is also home
Enterprise Centre (MSEC). It will also
to major blue-chips such as Astra
incorporate the major regional further
Zeneca, Eli Lily and GlaxoSmithKline.
education centre, the Manchester
College of Arts and Technology

Together with the 6,000 students studying

(MANCAT), which will provide an

computer science or related topics in

excellent academic and training base,

Manchester – which itself has a total

educating the local workforce as well

student population of some 85,000, the

as occupiers’ own staff.

highest in Europe – Central Park will

The centre will undoubtedly consolidate

have a trained labour pool on its doorstep,

Manchester's credentials as

unrivalled in any other part of the UK,

'Knowledge Capital' of the UK, whilst

and access to one of the largest

its international significance has been

concentrations of students in Europe.

CGI of MSEC/MANCAT Building, Central Park

central
park people
The people of Manchester are what

services, new schools, an unrivalled

make it such a dynamic city – and one

transport network and greater housing

of its greatest assets.

choice. The regeneration of East
Manchester will give present and future

A workforce of 1.2 million provides a
residents the kind of living and working
significant and highly-skilled pool of
environment they want and deserve.
labour and this number continues to
expand. It is a young city, with 65% of

The enthusiasm and skills of the

the population under the age of 45.*

Manchester population, and its

Its people are modern and forward

pioneering spirit, will enhance and

looking, embracing new technology and

complete the outstanding appeal

driving forward business development.

of Central Park to regional, national
and international businesses.

Central Park will provide a new outlet
for their talent, and will generate

This is your opportunity to be a part

long-term sustainable employment

of the success story. Get involved and

opportunities. It will act as a catalyst for

watch your business flourish.

the continued regeneration of the area,
bringing in further amenities, support

*Source:

MIDAS (Manchester Investment and
Development Agency Service)

A development by

in partnership with

Joint Agents

supported by

THIS PROJECT IS BEING PART-FINANCED
BY THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
European Regional Development Fund

The Joint Agents for themselves
and for the vendors or lessors of
this property whose agents they
are, give notice that:
(1) The particulars are produced
in good faith, are set out as a
general guide only and do not
constitute part of a contract,
(2) No person in the employment
of the Joint Agents has any
authority to make or give any
representation or warranty
whatsoever in relation to this
property, (3) Unless otherwise
stated all prices and rents are
quoted exclusive of VAT.
July 2003.
Quest 0161 247 8470

